Duplex Doppler ultrasound in the investigation of occult nephropathy following haemolytic uraemic syndrome.
Duplex doppler ultrasound has been reported to be of value in the detection of raised vascular resistance, particularly in the renal tract. A prospective single blind study investigating the use of duplex Doppler ultrasound to measure resistive index (RI) in patients with impaired renal function and a history of diarrhoea-associated haemolytic uraemic syndrome (D+ HUS) was performed. There was considerable overlap in the range of RIs, with RIs greater than 70% in children with normal renal function and in those with renal impairment following D+ HUS. There was no significant difference in the mean RI between the groups studied. We feel that the RI is not of value in predicting the presence of occult nephropathy following haemolytic uraemic syndrome.